COS Sunday Devotional Streaming
Fifth Sunday in Lent
03/29/20

[Background Music before Service Begins]
Welcome
Invocation

Pastor: We gather today celebrating life: Life created by the Father; life
restored by Jesus Christ, the life of all the living, who is the resurrection and
the life; life sanctified by the living breath of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the
Father and of the #Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Prayer
Pastor: Compassionate Savior, when we are alone and our heart aches for

human companionship, or when we long for the touch of a hand, a warm
embrace, or a word of acknowledgement — especially during these difficult
times, when we cannot get together with our family and friends, coworkers
and our church family — show us Your love and compassion. Encourage and
revive us with Your strength, which carried You through the lonely hours of
Your cross; for the sake of Your name. Amen.

Music & Meditation
Listen to a brief time of recorded music and pray. Or use the time as you wish
to reach out to Jesus with your thoughts. You can also think about your
personal prayer request and then, submit them to us during the music.

Psalm of the Day
Psalm 130 (ESV)



My Soul Waits for the Lord
A Song of Ascents.

130 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!
2 O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
31If you, O LorD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.
51 wait for the LorD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
®my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
"0 Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LorD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
8 And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, ...

People: |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Pastor: Dear friends, upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.



First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (ESV)

The Valley of Dry Bones

37 The hand of the LoRD was upon me, and he brought me out in
the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley;
it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and
behold, they were very dry. 3*And he said to me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord Gob, you

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LorD. ®* Thus says the
Lord GobD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. ¢ And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath
in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LorD.”

"So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied,
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling,[°! and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold,
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. ® Then
he said to me, “"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man,
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may
live.” 1°So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army.

""Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up,

and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut

off.” 2 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord Gob: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of
Israel. ¥ And you shall know that I am the LorD, when I open
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my

people. " And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live,




and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that
I am the LorD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares
the LORD.”

Devotional Questions

1. How does this reading relate to the rest of the readings?

2. How does it relate to our Sunday theme, “Jesus Spells out God'’s
Plan?”

3. How does this vision of The Dry Bones speak to us today?

4. Where do you see in this reading, God’s Word speaking to us in
moments of fear and uncertainty?




Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 (ESV)

Life in the Spirit

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.?For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. ® For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the

Spirit. ¢ For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's

law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. °You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in

fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. 1 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in
you.

Devotional Questions

1. How does this reading relate to the rest of the readings?

2. How does it relate to our Sunday theme, “Jesus Spells out God'’s
Plan?”

3. In what ways does knowing Christ set us free? (v.2)

4. How does verse 11 speak specifically to our needs in these days of
Coronavirus and the threat of death?




Devotional Music
Offerings Received

Congregational Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And
lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Virtual “Sharing of the Peace”

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-4, 17-27 and 38-53 (ESV)

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village

of Mary and her sister Martha. 21t was Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom
you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does
not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.”

I Am the Resurrection and the Life

”Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. ® Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two
miles off, 1®and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them concerning their brother. 2 So when Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained
seated in the house. ' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 2 Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” #* Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” % Jesus
said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” ?” She said to




him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, who is coming into the world.”

Jesus Raises Lazarus

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a
cave, and a stone lay against it. 3° Jesus said, “Take away the
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four

days.” 4% Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed
you would see the glory of God?” 4! So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. 21 knew that you always hear me, but I said
this on account of the people standing around, that they may
believe that you sent me.” ¥ When he had said these things, he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” #*The man who
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips,
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind
him, and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus

4SMany of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had
seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief
priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, "What are
we to do? For this man performs many signs. 8 If we let him go on
like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come
and take away both our place and our nation.” 4 But one of

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You
know nothing at all. 3 Nor do you understand that it is better for
you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole
nation should perish.” 3 He did not say this of his own accord,

but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die
for the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather
into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. % So from
that day on they made plans to put him to death.

Devotional Message by Pastor Ely Prieto




Closing Prayer
Benediction

Closing Song



