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Prelude Music
Welcome
Today, we continue our New Sermon Series here at Christ Our Savior, called An
Easter Perspective. Our goal is each week to look at the Easter perspective in
a different way. Today we consider Obedience Blessed by Absence. How we
look at our lives is always affected by Jesus, but the blessing and the power is
much greater when we must live and trust without seeing Him.
Invocation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession
Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God, we confess that
we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.
(We pause for reflection)
Absolution
Music
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear now to His temple draw near.
Joining in glad adoration!

Pastor Ely
Concordia

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Hast thou not seen all that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made thee,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed thee.
What need or grief ever has failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade thee.
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Praise to the Lord, who will prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends thee.
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
First Reading

Acts 5:29-42

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him
on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who
obey him.”
When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor
by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a
little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are
about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up,
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined
him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to
nothing. After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and
drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who
followed him were scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away
from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of
man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.
You might even be found opposing God!”
So they took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they
beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let
them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the
temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
Epistle Reading
1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
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the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love
him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.
Children’s Sermon

Pastor Ed

Online Sharing of the Peace
Offering Music
In Christ Alone, Keith and Kristyn Getty
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease,
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied,
For every sin on Him was laid.
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine,
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
Congregational Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reading
John 20:19-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place
my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will
never believe.”
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life
in his name.
Meditation

Pastor Ely

Prayer and Benediction
Final Music
Resurrecting by Elevation Worship
The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now.
The Savior knelt to wash our feet,
Now at His feet we bow.
The One who wore our sin and shame,
Now robed in majesty.
The radiance of perfect love
Now shines for all to see.
Your name, Your name is victory!
All praise will rise to Christ our King!
The fear that held us now gives way
To Him who is our peace.
His final breath upon the cross
Is now alive in me.
Your name, Your name is victory!
All praise will rise to Christ our King!
Your name, Your name is victory!
All praise will rise to Christ our King!
By Your spirit I will rise
From the ashes of defeat
The resurrected King is resurrecting me.
In Your name I come alive
To declare Your victory.
The resurrected King is resurrecting me.
The tomb where soldiers watched in vain
Was borrowed for three days.
His body there would not remain,
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Our God has robbed the grave!
Our God has robbed the grave!
Your name, Your name is victory!
All praise will rise to Christ our King!
Your name, Your name is victory!
All praise will rise to Christ our King!
By Your spirit I will rise
From the ashes of defeat.
The resurrected King is resurrecting me!
In Your name I come alive
To declare Your victory.
The resurrected King is resurrecting me!
Chat Time
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